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FIRSTFEDERALWILDLIFRREFUGE IN KANSAS IS ESTABLISHED 

The first Federal wildlife refuge Ln Kansas was officially created today when 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior Fred G. Aandahl signed a formal "notice of 
establishment.W 

Know as the Kirwfn National Wildlife Management Area, the new ref@e is 
superimposed on lands acquired by the Bureau of Reclamation for the impomdmnt of 
waters in connection ~5th the Kirwin Irrigation Project 5n pbillips County In the 
west-central part of Kansas. The apBa is situated In a shallow valley and contains 
approximately 10,800 acres of land and water. 

Under the provisions of a Cooperative Agreement signed last year, the Bureau 
of Reclamation has turned the area over to the Fish and Wildlife Service for wild- 
life management purposes, with the Service assumiag responsibility for the develop- 
ment of the recreational aspects of the area. Acoess roads, parking facilities, 
and pianic areas with tables, fireplaces, and comfort stations till bs provided. 

&rmlts will bs granted for boat rentals and the sale of bait to fishermen. Caprp- 
\-ing and trailer parking will be petitted. Fish and Wildlife Semite representa- 

tfves will cooperate with citizens of the area in developing future plans for wider 
recreational uses as the need arises. 

For waterfowl use, the KImin management area is strategically located in the 
Central Flyway, lying between the refuge areas of westernNebraska and the famous 
Salt Plains National Wildlife Refuge of no&h-central OH&ma. Roth ducks and 
geese will utiliae the area, although management for geese will be of primary 
importance because of the critical habitat situation for these birds in the Central 
plswey. Given time to establish waterfowl use, especially geeset Service officials 
prediot that the Klrwin vicinity can become one of the best waterfowl shooting 
sections of Kansas. . 

The establishment of the Klrwin National WildUfe Management Area is In keeping 
with the multiple-use concept being applied to projeots of the Department of the 
Interior. In this ease, wildlife management can be coordinated with recreations1 
Use. 

It is planned that a part of the reservoir area will be opened to publio shoot 
ing, although this may not be possible for three or four years until the goose 
population has been built up. Public shooting will be ad&nistered by the Kansas 
Forestry, Fish and Game Commissfon. 

The Reservoir will also be open to public fishing in accordance with State laws 
pd regulations. 

xxx P.N. 81414 


